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CHAPTER 44:05:05 

AIR AMBULANCES 

Section 

44:05:05:01  Criteria for aircraft. 

44:05:05:02  Required certificate of airworthiness. 

44:05:05:03  Securing of equipment. 

44:05:05:04  Stretcher security. 

44:05:05:05  Aircraft doors. 

44:05:05:06  Interior height requirements. 

44:05:05:07  Required lighting. 

44:05:05:08  Required portable lights. 

44:05:05:09  Repealed. 

44:05:05:10  Medical director required. 

44:05:05:11  Attendant training required. 

44:05:05:12  Required medical equipment. 

44:05:05:13  Equipment storage. 

44:05:05:14  Trip reports required. 

44:05:05:15  Electrical power minimums. 

44:05:05:16  Inverter requirements. 

44:05:05:17  Length of licensing period. 

44:05:05:18  Permit display. 

44:05:05:19  Required inspection. 

44:05:05:20  Ground ambulance component for air ambulance service. 
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44:05:05:20.01. Ground ambulance component for healthcare facility-operated air 

ambulance service -- Interfacility transfer. 

44:05:05:21  Vehicle requirements for ground ambulance component. 

44:05:05:22  Personnel requirements for ground ambulance component. 

 

 44:05:05:20.  Ground ambulance component for air ambulance service. A 

licensed An air ambulance service may operate a ground ambulance component as part of 

its service if the ground ambulance component is used solely to transport the licensee's air 

ambulance service’s patients. The ground ambulance component may transport patients in 

either of the following ways as follows: 

 (1)  From an acute care hospital facility to an airport located in the area where the 

licensee maintains its ordinary and usual place of business; or 

 (2)  From an airport located in the area where the licensee maintains its ordinary and 

usual place of business, to an acute care hospital facility; or 

 (3)   From one health care facility to another health care facility, unless the 

ambulance service that has a right to provide the service pursuant to local government 

agreement or ordinance has declined to provide service.  

 Source: 20 SDR 204, effective June 9, 1994; 34 SDR 201, effective January 31, 

2008; 44 SDR 93, effective December 4, 2017. 

 General Authority: SDCL 34-11-5. 

 Law Implemented: SDCL 34-11-5 34-11-1 to 34-11-3, inclusive. 

 

 44:05:05:20.01. Ground ambulance component for healthcare facility-operated 
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air ambulance service -- Interfacility transfer. A health care facility, licensed in 

accordance with SDCL chapter 34-12 that operates an air ambulance service, may transfer 

a patient from one health care facility to another health care facility using the air ambulance 

service’s ground component if: 

 (1)  Weather or mechanical issues prevent a medical air transport; or 

 (2)  The transfer is for a patient who requires a higher level of care than what is 

available at the facility requesting the transfer. 

 The ambulance service that has a right to provide the service pursuant to local 

government agreement or ordinance has the right of first refusal. 

 Source:  

 General Authority: SDCL 34-11-5. 

 Law Implemented: SDCL 34-11-1 to 34-11-3, inclusive. 

 


